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Shailah Edmonds shimmers in

Theater talk

one-woman show at 'Mama'

lished herself as a force of

nature on the international
scene as a model/author/singer.
She’s beautiful, smart, sophisti-
cated and a talented performer
whose journey has taken her all
over the world. Now Edmonds
returns to Don’t Tell Mama where
her debut show, “A Star Alone,”
was a resounding success. The
new one-woman show is based on
her captivating book, Wild Child
To Couture Style, The Shailah Ed-
monds Story (Amazon paperback
and Kindle) and will take place at
Don’t Tell Mama, 343 West 46%
Street, New York City for one-
night only Thursday, January 16,
2020, at 7pm. For reservations
contact donttellmamanyc.com or
call 212-757-0788.

The book which teams her
with associate editor Chester
Fultz is getting rave reviews.
Her writing has a unique sense
of reality, humor, despair and life
lessons which keeps her audience
immersed as it chronicles her tu-
multuous journey from Portland
to Paris, as well as a tutorial for
aspirin%l models. This will all pla
out in the show where guests will
experience her brave and often
daring journey from her home-
town of Portland, Oregon, and
how against all odds, she went
on to become a most sought after
couture model in Paris and around
the world.

Shailah Edmonds has estab-

In the book she shares her
humble, wild beginnings that
were stifled when she became a
teenehge mom. Then fate stepped
in and through her own hard work,
surviving hair raising escapades,
perseverance, and personality, she
skyrocketed to a wildly successful
international high fashion career
that spanned two decades. The
book takes you from city to Cit?’,
country-to-country sharing details
of what it took for her to succeed.

Wild Child To Couture Style,
The Shailah Edmonds Story fol-
lows her in pursuit of her dream,
ascending to the most rarefied
realm of the modeling profession
and travelinﬁ the globe to serve as
a muse to the world’s legendary
fashion designers. After signing
with the Ford agency she soon
moved to Paris, where she lived
for over two years, and became a
much sought after, international
couture model. She traveled to
places like Germany, London,
Milan, Rome, Japan, Portugal,
Finland, Africa, and more, mod-
eling for the most prestigious
designers in the worlg, including
Yves St. Laurent, Givenchy, Dior,
Valentino, Versace, Armani, just
to name a few

Now, Edmonds has taken her
book to the next level, by produc-
ing a one-woman show called “A
Star Alone,” based on the book.
In the show, she captivates you
with her delightful and amusing
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Wild Child to Couture Style

narration of her journey, followed
by ajazz standard that captures the
essence of each scenario, while
accompanied by an amazing band,
David Pearl, piano and musical
director, Paul Beaudry, bass, and
Dwayne Broadnax, drums; and
assisted by her dresser “Fabuloso”
(Brian Aféjandro). Her story is a
testament to the power of faith and
fate, of courage, love, persistence
and endurance, and her life is an
example to all young women dar-
ing to reach out for a better life to
let them know that where there’s a
will, there’s a runway!

Edmonds performs regularly
with her jazz band in the New
York City area where she is now
based and continues to do print
work, as well as coach models
from top agencies, preparing
them for major shows. For further
information, visit her website:
shailahedmonds.com.

By Audrey J. Bernard

Broadway Casting
Announced For MJ

ia Veollack Produc-
Ltions and The Michael

Jackson Estate recently
announced the official cast for
the upcoming World Premiere
of MJ the musical on Broad-
way. Preview performances
will begin on Monday, July
6, with Opening Night set
for Thursday, August 13,
2020 at 6:30 p.m., at the Neil
Simon Theatre, New York
City. Joining the previously
announced Ephraim Sykes,
the Tony and Grammy Award
nominee who has been cast to
star as Michael Jackson, will
be Grammy Award nominee
Quentin Earl Darrington,
Whitney Bashor, Gabriel
Ruiz, Antoine L. Smith, Joey
Sorge, Darius Barnes, Ray-
mond Baynard, Coral Dol-
phin, John Edwards, Ayana
George, Kali May Grinder,
Apollo Levine, Ryan Van-
DenBoom, Lamont Walker
II, Naomi C. Walley, and
Zelig Williams. As previously
announced, MJ will feature
a book by two-time Pulitzer
Prize winner Lynn Nottage
and a score made up of some of
the best-loved, top-selling, and
most iconic songs in recording
history. Tony Award winner
Christopher Wheeldon will
direct and choreograph. Cast-
ing is by Telsey + Company/
Rachel Hoffman, C.S.A. Ad-

ditional cast and creatives will
be announced at a later date.

About Ephraim Sykes
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Ephrai Sykes

Ephraim Sykes is a native
of St. Petersburg, Florida. He
was last seen in Kathryn Bige-
low’s new feature film Detroit,
and as Seaweed J. Stubbs on
NBC’s Hairspray Live! Sykes
raduated from the Alvin Ai-
ey/Fordham University BFA
Erogram with departmental
onors and toured with the
Ailey II company for two
years. His TV/tilm credits in-
clude Marvin in HBO’s Vinyl,
Woody Allen’s Crisis in Six
Scenes, Marvel’s Netflix series
Luke Cage, Leave It on the
Floor, Dance Flick, NBCa€™s
Smash, and 30 Rock. Sykes
made his Broadway debut in
The Little Mermaid and was in
the original casts of Hamilton:
An American Musical, Mem-
phis, Newsies, and Motown
The Musical.

MJ holding open call
auditions nationwide

J the musical has an-
Mnounced a multi-cit

search for actors of all
ages, including I%oung perform-
ers to play Michael Jackson at
age 10. These auditions come
on the heels of the recently
announced star casting of Tony
Award nominee Ephraim
Sykes as Michael Jackson.
Actors are being sought for
Broadway stage roles as well
as to understudy, and must pos-
sess the singing and dancin
chops for the role of Michae
Jackson at various stages of his
life in the upcoming Broadwa
production. Auditions will
take place across the country
throughout January in Wash-
ington, D.C., Chicago, Detroit,
Philadelphia, Atlanta, New
York City, and Los Angeles.
Complete details on each of
these planned open calls is list-
ed below. Video submissions
will also be accepted. Those
interested in auditioning can
find more information at www.
mjthemusical.com. The show
will boast a book by Lynn
Nottage, a two time Pulit-
zer Prize winner known for
“Sweat” and “Ruined,” two
gritty dramas that grapple with
subjects such as war and rust
belt privation, both of which
seem pretty far removed from

the life of the Gloved One. The
score will draw on Jackson’s
catalogue — a list of EOP fa-
vorites that includes “Thriller,”
“Smooth Criminal,” “Beat It,”
and “Don’t Stop ‘Til You Get
Enough.” Tony Award winner
and contemporary ballet super-
star Christopher Wheeldon
g‘An American in Paris”) will

irect and choreograph the
production.

WASHINGTON, D.C.
Saturday, January 11*, 2020
Open Call from 12-3pm
Hyatt Place Washington DC
1522 K Street NW
Washington, D.C 20005

CHICAGO, IL

Saturday, January 11%, 2020
Open Call from 1 - 3:30 pm
Gus Giordano Dance School
5230 N Clark Street

Chicago, IL 60640

DETROIT, MI

Sunday, January 122020
Open Call from 10am -
12:30pm

DoubPeTree Suites by Hilton
Detroit

Downtown — Fort Shelby

525 W Lafayette Boulevard
Detroit, MI USA 48226

PHILADELPHIA, PA

Michael Jackson Theatrical
Poster

Sunday, January 12, 2020
Open Call from 12pm — 3pm
Walnut Street Theatre

825 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107

ATLANTA, GA

Saturday, January 25%, 2020
Open Call from 12-3pm
Sheraton Atlanta Hotel

165 Courtland Street NE
Atlanta, GA 30303

NEW YORK CITY, NY
Saturday, January 25%, 2020
Open Call from 10am — 1pm
Telsey + Company

1501 Broadway, Suite #510
NYC, NY 10036

*Must bring ID to enter the
building

LOS ANGELES, CA
Saturday, February 1%, 2020
Open Call from 9am — 1pm
Screenland Studios

10501 Burbank Boulevard
North Hollywood, CA 91601

About Lynne Nottage

Lynn Nottage is a Pulitzer
Prize winning playwright and
a screenwriter. Her plays have
been produced widely in the
United States and throughout
the world. Her most recent
play, Mlima’s Tale, premiered
at the Public Theater in May
2018. In the spring of 2017,
Sweat (Pulitzer Prize, Obie
Award, Susan Smith Black-
burn Prize, Tony Nomination,
Drama Desk Nomination)
moved to Broadway after a
sold out run at The Public
Theater. It premiered and was

Lynne Nottage

commissioned by Oregon
Shakespeare Festival Amer-
ican Revolutions History
Cycle/Arena Stage.

About Christopher Wheeldon

Called ballet’s hottest choreographer in 2004, Christopher
Wheeldon has choreographed more than thirty ballets in five
years. His productions have almost always received high marks
from critics, and ballet comlglanies across the country consider

it an honor to work with t

e thirty two year old. Wheeldon

has been compared to ballet masters George Balanchine
(1904-1983) and Jerome Robbins (1918-1998) almost since he
began choreographing. And that comparison has never left him.

Christopher Wheeldon
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